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Eight Reasons for Our Collective Myopia 

1) Scientists have not always been the best communicators. 

2) There has been a deliberate “smog machine” at work. 

3) The “culture of consumption” does not want to listen. 

4) The corporatization of media communications has 

muffled the message + current struggle for the internet. 

5) Universities have become corporatized and are often of 

little help. (Focused on data manipulation + “techno-

scientific salvationism” & grants than simple truths). 

6) The apparatus of government has been “captured.” 

7) There is an institutional core contradiction at work. 

8) “I’m not a climate scientist…” 
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Reason 3 

The “culture of consumption”  

does not want to listen and  

will not hear or see 

 what is obvious. 
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Reason 3 

The “culture of consumption”  

does not want to listen and  

will not hear or see 

 what is obvious. 
[We don’t see it because we are  

“fish in water.”] 
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Why is there such public ignorance 

in America about such a massively 

important topic -- climate change?   
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Why haven’t we been told the story of Earth’s 

changing climate ever since scientists began to 

discover it in the 18th century? 
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We may not like the story but there is no 

getting around the fact that “…advertising is 

the dominant story-telling force of our time.” 
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"Its like a fish in the water.  We don't know who 

discovered water, but we know it wasn't a fish. 

 



Tim Weiskel - 13 

"Its like a fish in the water.  We don't know who 

discovered water, but we know it wasn't a fish. 

A pervasive medium, a pervasive environment is 

always beyond perception." 

Marshall McCluhan 

C:/CSOLI/BHS-2018/2018-BHS/20180502-BHS-Session-09/Advertising-on-the-Edge-of-Apocalypse-excerpt-18min-Film-10min-03b.asx


Reason 4 

The corporatization of media 

communications has muffled the 

message + current struggle for 

the internet. 
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https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2013/07/04/who-

rules-america-the-power-of-the-media/ 
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https://environmentaljusticetv.wordpress.com/2018/04/30/who

-owns-the-media-5/ 
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Special interests may have captured 

the press BUT we always have the 

internet will save us…, right? 
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Reason 4 

The corporatization of media 

communications has muffled the 

message + current struggle for 

the internet. 
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Reason 4 

The corporatization of media 

communications has muffled the 

message + current struggle for 

the internet. 

[What has happened to the flow of  

“news” in our culture?] 
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Reason 5 

Universities have become corporatized 

and are often of little help. (Focused 

more on data manipulation +  

“techno-scientific salvationism”  

& grants than simple truths). 
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Reason 5 

Universities have become corporatized 

and are often of little help. (Focused 

more on data manipulation +  

“techno-scientific salvationism”  

& grants than simple truths). 

[What happened to the “liberal arts”?] 
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“Had we but world enough and time,  

This coyness, lady, were no crime.  

We would sit down, and think which way  

To walk, and pass our long love’s day. …” 

Andrew Marvell, 1621-1678 

 

BUT, do we now have  

“world enough and time”…? 
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world enough 

and time…” 
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Basic understandings of science have been 

abandoned… 

NOW – more than ever -- Americans must demand  a 

sober and accurate “cost-benefit” analysis  

of carbon combustion…. 
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Reason 6 

The apparatus of government  

has been “captured” by wealthy 

special interests  

(within this country or from abroad). 
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Reason 6 

The apparatus of government  

has been “captured” by wealthy 

special interests  

(within this country or from abroad). 

[“Citizen’s United” has changed the nature of 

“voice” in American politics] 
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Reason 7 

There is a fundamental contradiction 

at the core of the institutions that 

dominate our society. 
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Chomsky Interview, The Nation, 

 January 2011 

Effort from big oil lobbyist to “Manufacture 

Consent” has been successful. 
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Why have we not learned how 

to count past 2? 

What is the ‘third side?’ 
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Noam Chomsky: How Climate Change Became a 
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Professor Chomsky has alerted us to the 

ecological vulnerability and dominant  

myths at the core of our industrial  

civilization for decades. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPQQZFkW2o8&list=PLr2L6TB8fh8Has2c1mrW_eUOuirod8BA5
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There is a further contradiction 

in our “metrics of success.” 
We are looking for technological breakthroughs in 

efficiency, not a change in direction 

In short…. 

     …. We are looking for – and 

our culture is rewarding – the 

wrong thing. 

 

It is no wonder, really, that we 

cannot help but be disappointed.  
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Reason 7 

There is a fundamental contradiction 

at the core of the institutions that 

dominate our society. 

[All corporations and virtually all other 

institutions are built upon the  

expectation of continuous  

growth and expansion] 
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Reason 8 

“I’m not a climate scientist … 

– neither are you, so…” 

[…shut up!] 
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Now… 

Where can we go from here? 
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Keep up to date with… 

http://transition-studies.net/


Keep up to date with… 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJJPo_TcyijaJUQNifv84aA


The Coming Climate 

Challenges for the 

Post-Columbian 

World 
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OR another  

Possible course  for 

next year… 



The Prophet, the Wizard 

and the Human  

Prospect: 
Science and Salvation  

in the 21st Century 
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Or… another  

possible course  for 

next year… 
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Or …another  

possible course  for 
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